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Brother Van is Dead

Giap: the General Who
Defeated the US in Vietham

oy OHAIS RAY

“Iwant tolight a stick of incense to farewell my commander,” said war
veteran Chu Van Hoan, one of thousands of mourners of al ag

in tears, who queued for hours to pay their last respects at an altar inside
the Hanoi home of General Vo Nguyen Giap who died on the evening of
October 4. ‘Brother Van has left s, lamented another old soldier using
Giap's wartime alias, in an online posting typical of the flood of
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of his death.

“There will be two days of national mourning for Giap who died ina
‘military hospital in Hanoi a month after his 102" birthday. He will be
buried in his native village in the central province of Quang Binh. His
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weapon until wellinto his thirties. However victory in Vietnam would
equire more tha ete o e, Giap and bis comrades blevd. They
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been a project of the party's southern leadership and it is doubtful

adopted by
from most o the fighting.

tnam failed — most
tured ~ but succeeded in its aim of
turning US public opinion against the war in an election year. Television

embassy
ey were vinning thewar and broke the US it St

“Ho Chi
N e i proved crucial to the struggle for the south. This
000km nctwork of road, racks ful pipeline, depotsand ospitals

link between northern bases and southern buu]efe\ds. o aorand
Cambodia, despite 15 years of incessant bombing.

Official traditior play
of individuals ~ Ho Chi Minh's excepted. This is in keeping with the

military

genius in the West, the party eadership sought to minimise his

contribution
inforce a collective ethos.

Having lost his patron with the death of Ho Chi Minh in 1969, Giap fell

vietim to an internal strugele ovr power and ideology. Despite bis
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hardship in the cause while the emerny put to death his closest relatives,

Soon afte the liberation of the south, army commander Van Tien Dung,

Giap's deputy at Dien Bien Phu, was given main credit for the 1975

offensive which expelled the Americans. Dung replaced Giap as Defence

Minister in 1980 and Giap lost his Political Bureau position soon afe
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embarrassment at Giap's huiliation.
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causes. Foreign dignatories who called at Giap's colonial villa in Hoang,
Dicu Street - near his former command post and underground bunker

champion of the environment, Giap's letter reminded the party
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Ray is a Sydney-based Asia analyst and journalist. He worked
for the Vietnam News Agency in Hanoi from 1976-7.
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