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Bioproducts are
being blocked
even as chemicals
face resistance

CHRIS RAY

Australia’s farmers spend more
than L5 billionayear on chemical
herbicides to kill weeds. Herbi-
cidesrarely destroy seeds and their
ted use has given Australia

the world's worst herbicide resist-
anceproblem, withmany products
now ineffective, according to the
CSIRO.

Despite this, the Alsllahan
Pesticides and Veterinary Medi
nes Authority has blocked and daL
layed the sale of non-toxic
biological controls for some of
Australia’s worstweads.

The APVMA's product regis-
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FUNDING THE HERBICIDE REGULATOR

APVMA 2016-17

calsand its slzlllac:k e Income ($'000s) %
assessing biological alternatives,  Receipts from industry 5368 1540
g logie
critics say.
In 2012, University of Queens-  Levs 722 4859,
land scientists unveiled “Austra- Annual fees 6736 19.32
s first o N
b)uherhludp” fo kill the intro-  Otherreceptsfrom industry 955 214
duced prickle bush, i 4744 4 13.61
which has spread across northern b t
Australia. Branded as Di-Bak, the | Other revenue 38 | 010
bioherbicide contains nativefungi  Toralineome
that selectively destroy parkinso- -
niaand its seeds.

BioHerbicides Australia, a
company part-owned by UQ, ap-
plied for APVMA registration of
Di-Bak in 2012, after eight years of
rials at 150-plus locations. The
product has reached final approval
stage only now, despite legislated
timeframes _that require the
APVMA to finalise the most com-
plex applications within 18 to 25
‘monf

“We assumed the process
would be relatively straightfor-
ward, given that our product is

much chemical-oriented and they
had never dealt with a biological
weedkiller before ours. 1 have sat
across the table from the APVMA
‘many times. They have very lttle
functional knowledge of soil biol-
ogy and the behaviour of native
fungi, and have been reluctant to
make a decision to approve this
innovative product”

Riikonen says BHA spent more
than $500,000 on the application
andthe delay had cost it morethan
Simillionayearinlostsales.

Tlckmg t1me bomb for agrlculture

A Senale investigation of the

the effectiveness and
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as chemicals go under microscope

Californian court judgment

defective farm and veterinary

industry

concern that more weeds are
adapting and building resistance
tothe chemi

“We need o start putting
money

AUSEDLZOIMA VL

NSW farmers Cathy
Eggert and Jeremy

Bradley with bags of
Parra Trooper

nigrospora’s impact on GPG and
related weeds for 20 years and has
seen no evidence of damage to

other species.
“It's not up to me to comment
on what is or isn't a chemical, but
my personal view is that we have
dune due diligence and I dor't e
risk from

Anew generationof herbicides
andlearn to use less herbicides
with new technologies,”
MeBralney says.

“Thisisa ticking lime bomb.
Itisunsafe to rely on one
chemical that s Fairly crucial for

“Every time we mrpom‘led toa agency that regn]atu the APVMA's World r<7nu million chemicals to publicise product
requestfor additional i reviewing Health O 3405 recalls. And it hasallow
and dm they referred our re-  Australia hemical International Agency for DewayneJohnson, whoblamed  companiesto decide ifand when
to appointed experts, world's higgest selling Vead includi » ‘ancer founditto  Roundup forhis terminalnon-  the authority can publisha
Which often réeulted In reduests  Kille,glyphosate, under Fitzgibbon said. be “probably carcinogenic to Hodgkin's lymphoma. recallon its website.
for additional studies or evidence  scruliny. Labor'smovefollowsacallby  humans”in 2015. Other studies Australia’s major farm The APVMA thisweek
inacircular process which gained  Federal Laborsaid thisweek  Cancer Council Australia foran  havefound nonkbetwoen i culture i
lttleforward traction," hesays. it would q gly and Waer Minister  funding “bears no influenceon
“There is a great unmet de-  inlo thei hich he APV MA The EU narrowly voled to DavidLiteproud avebucked - ourindependenl regulalory
mand for non-chemical solutions dlfetveness ofthe Austraian ‘maintains is safe f used grant Roundupa furtherfive  the APVMA's continuing activities
from farmers, Landcare groups, according lolabel directions.  year lease last year— well short glypl Sydney
councils and national parks. Our Glyphosate-based herbicides  ofthel5 by the “1 fident the APVMA tor Alex
icide it i including the best-known brand, and i > saysil's time for

is
safe and a lot cheaper in the long
run because you don't have to
apply repeatteslments as you do

edicines A
spokesman Joel Fitzgibbon said
an ABC Four C

Roundup,have undorpinned big

and other reports queslioning
r tionin

a blologﬁ] agenl should have to
be registered as a chemical prod-
uctthrough the APVMA.”

A spokesperson for the
APVMA — which was moved
from Canberra to Armidalein the
NSW northern tablelands at the
behest of local member Bamaby
I the BHA applicatic

mcludmgAuslraJJa s grain
Harvests, since the 1980s.

the

need for

independent regulator.
“Ourinquiry will consider

supermarket shelves across the
country.

More than 1.3 milli !

signeda petition to ban the
product in the lead-up to the
vole.

Recent court rulings in the

Littleproud said this week.
‘The authority gets most of its
funding from product
registration fees and has been
sed forits indulgent

Australia “to look beyond
alyphosate”.

He predicts safety concerns
and political pressure will result
inglyphosate based herbicides

US and Brazil h;
the Bayer company, which owns
Monsanto. They includea

of el

policing
Forinslance, the APVMA
does nol require suppliers of

eventually
banned, starting in Europe.
And thereis mounting

especially crops traded

moving the fungus around” he

sa
" Mmost 400 farmers have pro-
vided written endorsements of
Parra Trooper on a pelition to
amend the regulatory Agvet Code
toexempt Nigrospora oryzae from
lation. Virginia Jung, a cattle
ot i Watchape o north

such

ern NSW, says she signed the pet-

Australia and soya beans and
corn nthe Americas.

“Butif we banned it
tomorrow the world would be in
ahell ofa statein terms of food
production.”

CHRISRAY

resistant weeds have been repor-
ted in 92 crops in 70 countries.

s “complex” and requires “mul-
tiple efficacy and environmental
assessments”.

Resistance to chemical herbi-
cides is on the rise. There are 255
species of  herbicide-resistant
weeds globally, according to the
collaborative International Sur-
vey of Herbicide Resistant Weeds.

Its website says weeds have be-
come resistant to 23 of the 26
known herbicide sites of action
and to 163 herbicides. Herbicide-

CAROLINE
OVERINGTON

the APVMA has
ordered cattle farmer Jeremy
Bradley to stop advertising and
selling a native fungus that kills
giant Parramatta grass, an intro-
duced weed that has degraded east
coast pasture.
Yet the NSW Department of
Primary Industries advocates use
of the same fungus Bradley sold
from his Hastings Valley property
onthestate’s mid-north coast.

For decades, farmers have
struggled to rid their paddocks of

Out ofthe shadow

The 2018 Qutlook Conference
taking place in Melbourne

hasted by The Australian andthe
Melbourne Institute, is obviously
aseriousand impunantaﬂau-

GPG by using herbicides such
as glyphosate, the active ingre-
dient in the popular but increas-

ly contentious weedkiller
Roundup.

Several years ago, DPI re-
searchersled by agronomist David
Officer discovered that the fungus
Nigrospora oryzae caused lethal
crown rot in GPG. Officer advised
farmers to dig up diseased plants

relocatethem to spread nigro-
spora, and councils started to
transplant infected plants along
roadways. Bradley, who has won
two Australian government Land-

Stability, Italian style

care awards for his innovative use
of fungi to improve soil health, set
out to develop a concentrated
source of nigrospora that could be
‘mixed with water and sprayed on
paddocks.

He and his wife, Cathy Eggert,
experimented for four years and
invested their life savings of
5]50000 before succeeding in

the fungus, which they
so]rl in bags under the Parra
Trooperlabel.

Last year the APVMA told
Bradley he could not sell Parra
Trooper unless it was registered as

said, hewasin Italy, wherea
politiciansidied up to present him
with a package designed to

in Italy.

‘That said, thereal highlight of
yesterday's wasan
address by Peter Costello, who
really let fly at the Coalition. No,
hesaid, it’s not the 24-hour media

One of the key reasons? Stable
government, unlike in Australia.

featuring speeches by Scof cycle,ifsnotthehostile Senate, A reporter recycled
Morssem Bl Shorten.But 14 not the ecalcitant

it'snot without jokes. Introducing ~ crossbenchers, it's the sheer Today Eli Greenblat isa senior
himselfyesterday, Christopher ~  inability of ulate rierin i ionat
Eyles Guy Bowen noted |ha|he anagenda ﬂlal]slmlr]mg the The Australian, but way back in
was makir back. “You have to cadetin The Age
atthe conferenceas opposition.  tellpeoplewhal youwanttodo;”  newsroom. He recalsthe day that
Treasury spokesman. “And 'm  the former treasurer said, adding  some old hands— Mal Maiden,
hopingit’s my last anceas  thatin his day it was crystal clear  Christopher Webb and Jude
shadow treasurer;” hesaid, before  what the Coalition stood for: Heywood —wereworkingona
hastily assuring the crowd that taxesthat were lower, not higher;  story about

1o, no, no, it wasn't that he didn't
‘want to be invited back. “Tm
hoping to be back nm year ina
different capacity,” he

cheerily. Treasurer Euwevl redux.

gnvsmmentmatwassml]] not

‘It is absurd that a
native organism
naturally present in
our paddocks is
treated the same as
a synthetic toxic
chemical’

JEREMY BRADLEY

CATTLE FARMER AND
PRODUCER OF PARRA TROOPER

INSIDE STORY

amused ﬂusweek toseesaid

scandal. They needed apictureof

inThe
Australian Finaneial Review about
best to use the

phone ot emal whenavinga

that was gomi an it'sal
not bad: they asked 'nposeln
not deficit. Costello also had d braces.
jokeup hissleeve:justrecently,he  Greenblat tells Strewth he was.

bemuse the picture. ongmallywas

achemical product. The authority
said that under the Agricultural
and Veterinary Chemicals Code,
the definition of a chemical prod-
uct “includes the effect of modify-
ing the physiology of a pest plant
soasto inhibit it patural develop-
ment, for example by initiating/
promoting crown rot in giant
Parramattagrass”.

Bradley says he cannot afford
expensive APVMA product tests
designed for chemicalsrather than
hmlngnml agents.

docks is treated the same as a
synthetic toxic chemical. We have
not modified nigrospora in any
way;we simply provideitin amore

effective and easier-to-use form.
Yet we are banned from selling it
while the DPI and councils spread
the same organism around in

ition because Parra Trooper was
more effective and cheaper than
the nome]emve chemial gly-
phosate, which killed all veg
etationand raulledlnmeGPG

infestations thefollowing year.
Bradley’s federal MP, the Na-
tionals’ member for Lyne, David
Gillespie, says he has used Parra
Trooper to kill GPG on his own
cattle property and made unsuc-
representations to the

APVMA onBradley’s behalf

“The APVMA said that be-
cause he (Bradley) has put a label
on it and put claims about the
prudud on the packet, then under
ons it is treated as a

‘The APVMA tells The Austro-
lian “substances extracted from
plantsand used as pesticides(plant
extracts) require APVMA regis-
tration” but “plants used as bio-

ism namrally present in our pad—

used to llustrate atory about

brokers being caught out making

anti-Semitic remarks about

“Diamond” Joe Gutnick, not by

email buton the phone. Also, he
e th

logical "donot
Officer says he has stdied

respond: “Actually Annabel,

could hardly 20years

on, that picture, seen here, was
still in use, as fresh as if itwere just

taken. Greenblalshau Id ask

for royalties.

‘Grammarian gripes

Annabel Crabh is as mild-
mannered a person as it’s possible:
tobe, exceptwhen it comes to
grammar. Chief among things
that get her goat? According to
her tweets yesterday: “inventing
words that don’t exist” and
“makingadjectives into nouns.
Looking atyou, chicken tenders.”
‘That last prompted onewag to

dlelluch"Glllesp)e says. “Isaid to
them (APVMA), its a technical
fine point, for goodness sake, get
real. I respect your authnnty hut
its an endemic fungus whi
Bradley is expanding the spread af
tocontrol aproblem weed.”

pink, nextitsall TyPEin

‘chicken tenders’is perfectly OK.  DifFerenT sizes, or hand-drawn
Thesewerethesmaller boatsthat  illustrations. Bet you didn’t
went out to collect the chickens predict toast as a trend? Firston
from the bigger boats.” Hahal But  tothe shelveswas our own James
her flood  Jeffrey,whose My Family and
of responses from frustrated Other Animus had a piece of

ians. A over asmall boy's

pictures posted yesterday, the
University of Western Australia
has banners up that read: “Pursue
Impossible.” Tasmania’s tourism
slogan is “Feed Your Curious”.
Murdoch University’s new slogan
is “Free Your Think”. What next,
Get Educate?

Atoasttobook covers

This may not be obvious to book
buyers but, as with fashion, there
are trends in book covers: one
‘minute everything’s a muted

face. Now comes the rival offering
from the ABC's Richard Glover,
whose The Land Before Avocado
also has a piece of toast on the
cover, Alerted to the similarity,
Glover proudly offered a dad joke:
“We're bothinit for aslice” It
thatweren't bad enough, he
added: “Both books are the best
things sincesliced bread” And
then: "We arebothtop crust
‘writers.” That'll do. No, really.
Please makeit stop.

strewth@theaustralian.com.au



